S7508

vital and necessary partner in its com-
munity, and a leader in the Common-
wealth and the country. Mr. President,
I know my colleagues will join me in
sending best wishes to the board mem-
bers and employees at Fairfax Water.e

——————

100TH ANNIVERSARY OF
BOWBELLS, NORTH DAKOTA

e Mr. CONRAD. Mr. President, today I
recognize a community in North Da-
kota that will be celebrating its 100th
anniversary. On July 28-30, the resi-
dents of Bowbells will gather to cele-
brate their community’s history and
founding.

Bowbells is a vibrant community in
northwestern North Dakota, just a
short drive from the Canadian border.
The town was founded in 1896 with the
help of the Soo Line Railroad that
passed through the town. The name
“Bowbells’’ came from the bells at the
Church of St. Mary-le-Bow located in
London, England, that were in the
shape of bows. By 1913, the town was
served by two different railroad lines.
Today, it is the county seat of Burke
County, ND.

Many citizens of Bowbells support
their families through agriculture, pro-
ducing a wide array of products, in-
cluding canola, flax, barley, sun-
flowers, hard red spring wheat, and
durum. Located near Bowbells is the
Des Lacs National Wildlife Refuge,
which supports a large waterfowl popu-
lation. Outdoor enthusiasts can also
enjoy both fishing and hunting oppor-
tunities in and around Bowbells.

Citizens of Bowbells have organized
numerous activities to celebrate their
centennial. Some of these activities in-
clude a golf tournament, class re-
unions, street dances, a 5K/10K walk/
run, a parade, softball and baseball
games, and all-faith services.

Mr. President, I ask the Senate to
join me in congratulating Bowbells,
ND, and its residents on the first 100
years and in wishing them well
through the next century. By honoring
Bowbells and all the other historic
small towns of North Dakota, we keep
the great pioneering frontier spirit
alive for future generations. It is places
such as Bowbells that have helped to
shape this country into what it is
today, which is why this fine commu-
nity is deserving of our recognition.

Bowbells has a proud past and a
bright future.®

————

IN HONOR OF ISRAEL HOROVITZ

e Mr. KERRY. Mr. President, I would
like to take a moment to celebrate the
life and work of a special individual. At
the end of this year, Mr. Israel
Horovitz will retire as artistic director
of the Gloucester Stage Company, and
as he prepares to do so I am proud to
join with his colleagues, family, and
fans in celebrating more than 25 years
of sustained artistic contributions to
Massachusetts and the country.
Modern American theater has much
to celebrate as a result of Israel’s lead-
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ership at Gloucester Stage. Born in
Wakefield, MA, he returned to his
home State to found the Gloucester
Stage Company after holding such
prestigious posts as the Royal Shake-
speare Company’s Playwright-in-Resi-
dence. Since the inception of Glouces-
ter Stage in 1979, the theatre has
premiered the works of esteemed play-
wrights such as Terrence McNally,
Wendy Wasserstein, and in the years
since has brought real meaning to
Horovitz’s vision of a theatre that
serves as a ‘‘safe harbor for new writ-
ing.” In the course of bringing the
works of mnew, undiscovered play-
wrights to life, Gloucester Stage has
hosted over 35 world premieres of
plays, many of which went on to suc-
cessful runs on Broadway and beyond.

In addition to celebrating Israel as
the artistic director, we must also cele-
brate his writings. Horovitz is the au-
thor of more than 50 plays and he
stands as one of the most internation-
ally acclaimed American playwrights
of our time. He was presented with the
prestigious Elliot Norton Prize cele-
brating his work with the theatre. And
his plays and screenplays have earned
him many of the industry’s most pres-
tigious awards, such as the OBIE,
which he earned twice, the Prix du
Jury of the Cannes Film Festival, the
Prix du Plaisir du Theatre, an Award in
Literature of the American Academy of
Arts and Letters, and the Lifetime
Achievement Award from B’Nai Brith,
among many others. On March 29, the
Commonwealth of Massachusetts hon-
ored Horovitz with a Governor’s Lead-
ership Award and under his leadership
Gloucester Stage has received numer-
ous Best of Boston awards as well as
the New England Theatre Conference
Award.

I am proud to represent a State
where Israel’s artistry has blossomed,
inspired young and old minds alike, en-
tertained generations, and lifted lives.
He is one of our true cultural treas-
ures, and he has honored the best tradi-
tions of the theater by asking difficult
questions and using them to illuminate
and celebrate the human condition. I
wish Israel and Gillian the very best as
they look back on so many achieve-
ments and contributions to modern
American culture, and I wish them the
very best as they begin this new chap-
ter in life.®

———

TRIBUTE TO MORGAN HARRIS

e Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. President, I
often rise to speak about the issues
being debated on the floor of the Sen-
ate, whether it be to share my
thoughts on immigration, the war in
Iraq, or the marriage amendment—as
was the case this past week. I am hon-
ored to speak for the people of Ala-
bama and to share their concerns with
my colleagues in the Senate. Today I
wish, not to debate, but for a moment
reflect on the rich history of our Na-
tion.

I have heard it stated, on more than
one occasion, that the length of a per-
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son’s stay in Washington should be
measured by the feeling they get stand-
ing on Constitution Avenue at dusk. As
a public servant, I find it impossible to
look at the Capitol, illuminated
against the night sky, without reflect-
ing on the history and sacrifice of our
forefathers.

I was reminded of this while reading
a speech written by Morgan Harris, a
sixth grader at Hampton Cove Middle
School in Huntsville, AL. Morgan,
tasked by his English and Social Stud-
ies teachers to write a speech about the
flag, took the creative approach of
writing from the flag’s perspective.
While there have been poems written
from similar points of view, I found
Morgan’s speech to be a refreshing re-
minder of the history and importance
of Old Glory. I share it with you today:

FLAG SPEECH
(By Morgan Harris)

I am the flag. I was originated on June 14,
1777. I was given 13 stripes alternating red
and white with 13 white stars in a field of
blue. I am the flag. My content was dictated,
but my arrangement was not. Many made me
appear in different ways. My stripes usually
stayed the same, but my stars were often re-
arranged. For many years history has taught
that Betsy Ross was my original maker.
Though she made many flags, there is no
proof that she made me first. In 1818 my de-
sign was set. The only change was to add a
star for each new State. I was carried by sol-
diers into battle. I flew from the masts of
great ships. For 47 years I had 48 stars. In
1959 and 1960 I was given two stars for the
new States of Alaska and Hawaii. Today, I
still have those same 50 stars and 13 stripes.
I am the flag.

To show respect and dignity for what I rep-
resent, rules have been written for my use
and care. When I am displayed during the
playing of the national anthem, men and
women in uniform stand at attention and sa-
lute me. All others stand at attention with
their right hand over their heart and men re-
move their hats. During the Pledge of Alle-
giance, everyone is to stand at attention
with their right hand over their heart. I am
usually flown in the outdoors from sunrise to
sunset. However, I may be flown for 24 hours
a day if lighted during darkness. I should not
be left out in the rain or bad weather. I am
flown at half-staff upon the death of great
people to show respect to their memory. I
am draped over the caskets of those who
serve our country. No other flag is to fly
about me. I am the American flag.

I should never be allowed to touch the
ground and should be stored and protected. I
should never be displayed upside down, ex-
cept as a sign of distress. I should always be
carried aloft and free. I represent a living
country and I am considered a living thing.
Therefore, when I am worn as a pin I should
be worn on the left near the heart. When I
am no longer fitting for display, I am to be
destroyed in a dignified manner, preferably
by burning.

The writer Henry Ward Beecher once said,
“The American flag has been a symbol of
Liberty and men rejoiced in it.”” Mr. Beecher
was stating how the flag represents our free-
dom in America and this is what I love most
about the flag.

When I see the flag flying high on a flag
pole and hear ‘“‘The Star-Spangled Banner’”
played, I think of the freedom we have as
Americans. I think of the men and women
who have died so that we may have this free-
dom. It makes me proud to be an American.
The flag is our symbol of freedom.”’
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